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Seventh meeting of the RERF Board of Councilors held at Hiroshima RERF 

The seventh meeting of the RERF Board of Councilors* was held June 20-21, 2017, 
at Hiroshima RERF. The main agenda items and discussions at the meeting are 
summarized below: 

Ⅰ. Reports of activities and settlement of accounts 
A report was made on FY2016 activities, based on activities reports, settlement of 

accounts statements, as well as an audit report. Approval of all items was made by the 
Board members without objection. 

Ⅱ. Activity plans, budgets, and related matters 
As was the case at last fiscal year’s meeting, reports were made on this year’s 

FY2017 activity plans, including research projects into A-bomb survivors’ health, 
research projects about the health of A-bomb survivors’ children (F1), research to 
elucidate radiation doses in individuals from the atomic bombings and their effects, 
projects to publicize research results and to collaborate with other scientific 
organizations, training programs for domestic and overseas specialists, public 
information programs, and associated work necessary for the above projects, along 
with working budgets required for implementation of these projects. In FY2016, a new 
internal audit function was introduced and continuation of this audit function in and 
after FY2017 was discussed. 

Ⅲ. Recommendations by the Scientific Advisory Committee and RERF’s responses 
thereto 
During the 44th meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) held in 

Hiroshima March 1-3, 2017, SAC reviews focused on the Department of Epidemiology. 
The SAC made several general recommendations related to the foundation’s 
organizational and departmental strategic plans, the research cluster system, the 
Research Resource Center, and guidance/training for young research scientists. At the 
meeting, BOC members reviewed RERF’s responses to the SAC recommendations. 

The article below can be accessed at the following URL. 
https://www.rerf.or.jp/en/information/00002686-2/ 
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Ⅳ. RERF’s strategic plans 

The BOC discussed RERF ’s strategic plans based on reports regarding the 
foundation’s current status and issues, as well as its future approaches. 

 
Ⅴ. Appointment of Officers 

The BOC members voted to reappoint RERF’s three Directors upon expiration of 
their terms of office. With the resignation of the U.S. Auditor, his replacement was 
appointed, and appointments of two Scientific Advisors were made due to expired 
terms of office. There was also replacement made of a Scientific Advisor due to 
resignation. In addition, there were appointments of two Local Advisors at the 
expiration of terms of office. All appointments and changes were approved by the 
Board. 

 
* The Board of Councilors is the highest governing body of a public interest foundation, 

which is RERF’s legal organizational designation. This body decides basic rules for 
the system of work execution (election and dismissal of Directors and Auditors, etc.) 
and for work administration (changes to the Articles of Incorporation, etc.). At the 
same time, the body plays a supervisory role with regard to whether organizational 
administration is being appropriately performed based on laws/ordinances and 
articles of incorporation through such means as approval of accounting and financial 
statements. 

 
Please find the list of meeting participants below: 

 
COUNCILORS 
Dr. Hiroo Dohy, Executive Officer, Blood Service Headquarters, Japanese Red Cross 

Society 
Mr. James W. Ziglar, Senior Counsel, Van Ness Feldman, Washington, DC; and Senior 

Fellow and Director, Migration Policy Institute, Washington, DC 
Dr. Joe W. Gray, Professor and Gordon Moore Endowed Chair, Department of 

Biomedical Engineering, School of Medicine, Oregon Health & Science University 
Dr. Ryugo Hayano, Emeritus Professor, The University of TokyoDr. Shelley A. 

HearneVisiting Professor, Department of Health Policy and Management, Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
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Mr. Masaaki Kuniyasu, Former Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Sri 
Lanka, the Republic of Portugal, and other nations 

Dr. Jonathan M. Samet, Distinguished Professor and Flora L. Thornton Chair, 
Department of Preventive Medicine, Keck School of Medicine; and Director, 
Institute for Global Health, University of Southern California 

Dr. Yoshiharu Yonekura, Senior Advisor, National Institutes for Quantum and 
Radiological Science and Technology 
 

DIRECTORS 
Dr. Ohtsura Niwa, Chairman/Representative Director 
Dr. Robert L. Ullrich, Vice Chairman and Executive Director 
Dr. Akira Hashizume, Executive Director 

 
AUDITORS 
Mr. Takashi Kohno, Hiroshima General Law/Accounting Office (Hiroshima CPA 

Cooperative Office/Hiroshima General Tax Accountant Corporation) 
Mr. David Williams, Retired Chief Financial Officer, National Academy of Sciences 
 
CO-CHAIRPERSON OF THE SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Dr. Tomotaka Sobue, Professor, Department of Social and Environmental, Medicine, 

Graduate School of Medicine, Osaka University 
 

 
Discussion at the BOC meeting 
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Participants 

 

BOC Chairperson Dr. Hiroo Dohy (second person from left) at press conference 
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