June 18, 2026
Press Material
Radiation Effects Research Foundation
Summary Report of the 16th Meeting
of the RERF Board of Councilors

The 16th Meeting of the RERF Board of Councilors was convened at Nagasaki
Laboratory on June 17 and 18, 2026.
The main topics and results of the discussions are as follows.

L. Report of Activities and Settlement of Accounts

The implementation status of FY2025 activities were conveyed through reports of
activities on international collaborative activities, including joint projects with overseas
institutions, the settlement of accounts report, and the audit report and related statements.
They were subsequently approved without objection.

I1. Plans of Activities, Budget and Related Matters

Reports were given on the FY2026 plans of activities for research projects examining
A-bomb survivors health, research projects on the health of A-bomb survivors children,
research to elucidate individual radiation doses and the effects from A-bombs, projects to
release research results and to collaborate with other scientific organizations, training
programs for domestic and overseas specialists, public information programs, and other
activities, and the operating budgets for the plans.

I11. Recommendations of the Scientific Advisory Committee and RERF’s Responses

The 53rd Scientific Advisory Committee meeting was held from March 4 to 6, 2026.
The cross-departmental reviews this year focused on blood tumors and how they arise,
the Trio Genome Study, and the Research Resource Center (RRC). The blood tumor
studies were recognized for their potential—the provision of new insights into the
biological mechanisms of disease development by elucidating the relationship between
radiation exposure and blood abnormalities. It was confirmed that the Trio Genome
Study—planned over approximately ten years—has progressed steadily and has been
successfully launched, with the committee recognizing its high participation consent
rates and the introduction of new methodologies that have contributed to its
advancement. The establishment of the RRC was also recognized as making steady
progress toward the organization and centralization of valuable research resources,
including epidemiological and clinical data and biospecimens collected to date. Based
on these findings, the Board discussed the recommendations of the Scientific Advisory
Committee and RERF’s responses thereto.

I'V. Strategic Plan and Relocation of Hiroshima Laboratory

The strategic plan for achieving the mission assigned to RERF, the efforts to implement
it, and the progress of the relocation to Kasumi Campus of Hiroshima University were
explained. This was followed by a discussion.

V. Appointment of Councilors and Scientific Advisors

The BOC appointed successors to the Councilors and Scientific Advisors whose terms
were set to expire at the close of the meeting. The terms of office will be held until the
end of the regular BOC meeting held in the years specified in the parentheses “( )” of the
attached documents.
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The term of office will be until the conclusion of the BOC meeting (regular) held in (

) year.
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Dr. Nobuhiko Ban (2031)
Advisor

Nuclear Regulation Authority

Dr. Gayle E. Woloschak (2031)
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Professor, Departments of Radiation

Oncology, Feinberg School of Medicine,
Northwestern University
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Dr. Masao Kobayashi (2027)

Consultant, Japanese Red Cross
Chugoku-Shikoku Block Blood Center

Dr. Keith R. Yamamoto (2028)
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Special Advisor to the Chancellor,
Science Policy & Strategy, Vice
Chancellor for Research, Emeritus
Professor, Emeritus of Cellular &
Molecular Pharmacology, UCSF
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Mr. Toshio Sano (2029)

Former Commissioner of Japan Atomic
Energy Commission and Former

Ambassador, Permanent Representative
of Japan to the Conference on

Dr. Angela Bies (2029)
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Endowed Associate Professor of Global

Philanthropy and Nonprofit
Leadership, School of Public Policy,

Disarmament University of Maryland
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Dr. Ryugo Hayano (2030)
Emeritus Professor, The University of
Tokyo
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Professor and former Dean, Colorado
School of Public Health
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Dr. Gen Suzuki (2031)

Director, Honaigo Medical Clinic,

Honaigo Koseikai Medical Corporation

Dr. John S. Witte (2031)
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Professor, Departments of Epidemiology &
Population Health, Biomedical Data Science,
and Genetics Vice Chair, Department of
Epidemiology & Population Health
Co-Leader, Populations Sciences Program,
Stanford,

Cancer Institute School of Medicine Stanford
University
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Dr. Yoshiya Shimada (2027)
President, Institute for Environmental
Sciences

Dr. Gayle E. Woloschak (2027)
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Professor, Departments of Radiation

Oncology, Feinberg School of Medicine,
Northwestern University
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Dr. Tatsuhiko Imaoka (2028)

Director, Department of Radiation Effects
Research

Institute for Radiological Science, National

Institutes for Quantum Science and Technology

Dr. Patrick Concannon (2028)
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Professor Emeritus, Department of
Pathology, Immunology and Laboratory

Medicine, College of Medicine, University of
Florida
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Dr. Fumihiko Matsuda (2029)

Specially Appointed Professor, Center for

Genomic Medicine, Kyoto University Graduate
School of Medicine

Dr. Melissa Haendel (2029)
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Director of Precision Health & Translational
Informatics, University of North Carolina
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Dr. Seiichiro Yamamoto (2030)
Professor, Shizuoka Graduate University of

Public Health and Specially Appointed
Researcher, National Cancer Center, Japan

Dr. Garcia-Closas, Montserrat (2030)
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Professor of Epidemiology and Group
Leader, Institute of Cancer Research (ICR)




